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Dear Friends, 

 

How often do you go back to things?  

 

There are people who will every year read a particular novel that caught their 

fancy and that they do not wish to lose connection with. Equally there are those 

who will watch a particular film on any number of occasions because something 

about it works for them. The same could be said for theatrical productions,  

especially musicals, where sometimes there are people who when you sit in a 

theatre “enhance” the experience by singing along. There are novels that you 

might go back to happily and others that you would rather not return to at all. 

 

Does going back work? 

 

If I think back to my school days and my ‘O’ levels, one of our set texts for  

English Literature was Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations. I can remember 

reading it with no great delight. It improved in my understanding when the BBC  

serialised it for the first time but it took me a long time to go back to a novel 

that I had struggled with. I suspect this was mostly because it was an essential 

read so that I could not avoid it. Being told you have to eat something is very 

different to choosing to do so. I finally read Great Expectations again, maybe 40 

years after my ‘O’ Levels and found it much more engaging than during my initial 

perusal. This was probably helped by not having to write essays about it!! 

 

This retrospective can also apply to holidays. I had a great aunt and great uncle 

who for every year of their married life returned to the same hotel for the same 

two weeks in the year. They never varied from this pattern. I am fascinated by 

people who buy holiday homes and spend all their time going to the particular 

place where their retreat is located because my preference would always be to 

look to somewhere new to explore rather than having to rehearse the familiar 

for the umpteenth time. 

 

I ask these questions because I’ve just pulled a book off my shelf that I last read 

about 15 years ago. It has happily sat there gathering dust all this time. I  
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can remember at the time being quite enthralled by it, indeed recommending 

it for other people to read but a chance conversation propelled me back  

towards it. The piece in question is called The Living Jesus by John Pritchard, a 

former Bishop of Oxford. It is a reflection on the Jesus who sits astride human 

history and has great significance both historically and for today. It is a very 

easy read and in its own way quite inspiring.  

 

I think this all suggests that a reluctance to revisit can actually be detrimental 

and that there can be something positive in returning, reassessing and  

re-evaluating. 

 

For those within the church this is a call to go back to basics, to recognise 

what our fundamentals are in how they should impact upon the way that we 

live. If you like, to re-engage with the radical message that Jesus presents and 

use this reassessment in challenging the reality of the modern Church.  

 

Equally those beyond the Church might want to reconsider what it is that the 

church believes, and to allow themselves to listen to the Jesus story once 

again. This needs to be done recognising the church doesn’t always get it right 

but it does place great importance upon seeking to live the Jesus way and  

inviting its followers to pursue peace, love and hope. The Jesus way is non 

judgmental, inviting outcasts to find a home, trying to be a community where 

love can dwell. 

 

The church as an institution can be a problem because it fails to grasp the full 

significance of the message it claims to believe but it is the place where the 

story is told, the message proclaimed, truth discovered and true worship  

experienced. It is a place of transformative potential if we take the risk of  

allowing it to speak to us. Perhaps it is time for us all to reconsider and 

hopefully discover what the Church should be about and take the risk of  

allowing ourselves to be transformed. 

 

Blessings, 

Richard 
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Deadline for December Magazine 

End of Wednesday November 18th  
Contact saskiawelman@yahoo.co.uk 

 
TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 

 
 

Tuesday November 10th at 8 pm  
 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

                                    “A SPINNING JOURNEY”  
               

      A history of spinning plus demonstration by Mrs Alyson Perrett. 

 
                           We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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Despite the climate chaos autumn seems to have finally arrived with 
overnight temperatures in the low single figures. Clearly in Scandinavia 
things are even colder because the Fieldfares and Redwings have  
already started to arrive and clear up what is left of the berries in our 
hedgerows.  
 
As autumn turns to winter the RSPB advice is that feeding seeds and 
nuts to birds is back on the agenda to help them through the winter 
food gap. Elsewhere other creatures are starting to prepare for the  
winter so do try and leave some wild areas in your garden as these can 
play host to all sorts of things and of course if you’re having a bonfire 
do check it for hedgehogs and the like before setting it alight. 
 
Our annual gathering in the Old Schoolroom was a great success with 
almost 30 attendees from both Weedon and Hardwick. Robin Pettitt’s 
talk on wildlife photography was excellent and generated much  
discussion as the refreshments flowed. If you’ve any good wildlife  
images then please post them on our facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/559114594968349 we use this as a great 
community asset but also as the starting point for images for our  
calendar. The 2027 edition is well under way but building the image 
library throughout the year helps us in the long run. The sun is shining 
as I write so I might just sneak out and see if there are any fungi in the 
woods – they stay still so photographing them is so much easier! 
 
Finally, if you have any further ideas for activities you would like us to 
run or projects you would like us tackle please email:  
contact@wildweedon.org.uk or speak to any member of the committee.   
 
Have a wild autumn folks …… 

Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 
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Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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